
CHICAGO MISSION TRIP TESTIMONIES 
One of the reasons that I went on this trip was to build stronger 

relationships with the teenage girls along with the boys.  As the 

lone female chaperone on this trip of 10 girls and 6 boys, I was 

“Mom” on this trip.  I definitely got to know the girls a lot better 

this week along with the boys.  By the end of the week, I was 

joking with them, playing games with them and bonding over 

common music interests. 

 

On Sunday, we went to downtown Chicago to hand out meals to 

the homeless.  One of the men that we gave a meal to was a 

disabled war veteran.  When we gave him the meal he asked what 

we were out doing.  We indicated that we were out here handing 

out meals to the homeless.  He then asked us what we were really 

doing.  He got out his Bible and had Grayeson start reading a 

passage from Matthew.  Instead of us being a blessing to him, he 

became a blessing to us.  This was a start to an amazing week. 

 

On Monday, Wednesday & Thursday I worked in the Restoration Ministries Thrift Store.  We spent our 

time sorting out various household items that we would sell in their store.  During our time there we 

were working with 2 wonderful ladies named Marilyn & Patty.  Both of these ladies had used drugs and 

alcohol for several years.  They have turned their life around and have given their lives to Christ.  The 

men & women that lived in Restoration Ministries are in a program for 12 to 18 months.  Both of these 

women were closed to being done with the program.  Marilyn has been hired on full time to continue to 

work at the Thrift Store.  Patty is a former beautician.  She is working on getting her certification done 

again.  Also she is working on getting her driver’s license.  She was to have taken the test on Tuesday but 

the timing didn’t work out.  We prayed over Patty that she would do well on her test and continue to 

grow stronger in her faith.  It was great to get to know these ladies over the time that we were there.  

Just wished there was more time to spend with them. 

 

On Sunday evening, we rode the train in Chicago and prayed over the following sites:  a) Loyola 

University of Chicago – where we prayed for upcoming freshman to stay strong in their faith and for new 

believers to come to Christ.  b) Lawrence district for the revitalization of the area and the continued 

drug problems & c) Wrigley field where bars abound and alcoholism and drugs are a big issue.  On 

Monday morning, I took a prayer walk in Harvey close to the boxing ring where we were staying.   I went 

with Jeff Harper, Jesse Balmer, Derek Van Roekel, Janae Epp, Michelle Rus, Max Anderson, Zach Rauch 

and 2 of the Praying Pelican staff.  We prayed over the local high school for the students and the faculty.  

It made me thankful for the various Christian teachers that I know that are having an impact on their 

students.  We also prayed over the local government as there is a corrupt police force and poor 

economy in the city.  We prayed over a local Indian church for those attending to hear and believe that 



Jesus Christ is their only way to Heaven.  On the way back from the prayer walk, we encountered a city 

employee.  He had a question on how to do something on his phone.  After Zach helped him out, he 

gave us a little bit of his story.  We prayed over him for health concerns and his position within the city 

government as he was uncertain of future employment. 

 

On Monday night we went to a local park to perform our skits and puppet show.  There were very few 

adults and children there.  However I was able to spend time creating balloon animals for a few children.  

The children sure enjoyed the balloons.  I couldn’t keep up with the demands.   

 

On Tuesday night we heard testimonies of 3 men that were living at Restoration Ministries on how God 

brought them out of addiction and into a life that is living for Him.  God is clearly at work in this whole 

ministry. 

 

On Wednesday night we went to a charismatic church service.  There was a miscommunication on the 

evening.  Praying Pelican Missions and Howie thought we would be doing a skit and sharing 2 

testimonies.  However we did not participate at all.  Instead there was a special female speaker.  She 

was preaching on being baptized in the spirit and speaking in tongues and healing of individuals.  After 

she finished speaking, she asked anyone that wanted to be baptized in the spirit to come forward so 

that she could lay hands on them.  Over 30 people went forward in the service.  During this time she 

guided people to start speaking in tongues and then they would fall over in a trance.  It was weird to say 

the least.  Howie had us leave in pairs of 2 from the service.  After we were all out of the service, we 

went back to the boxing ring for the night.  We all gathered in the boxing ring along with the Praying 

Pelican staff for a discussion of the service.  During this time we read from 1 Corinthians 14 where it 

discusses speaking in tongues and how if tongues are spoken there must be a translator.  There was no 

translator and the speaker was guiding the individuals in speaking, so therefore they weren’t really 

speaking in tongues.  We also discussed viewpoints of whether speaking in tongues could still happen 

today or whether it was fulfilled at the time the Bible was completed.  Even though it was not a service 

that any of us felt comfortable attending, it brought us all closer and had great discussion on these 

viewpoints. 

 

Overall I had a great week.  Going forward I would like to do some prayer walks in Bondurant and 

throughout Des Moines.  I would like to go on future mission trips based on where God is leading me to 

go. 

 

One of the verses that I gave in an encouragement note to a team member is Joshua 1:9 which says – 

This is my command – be strong and courageous!  Do not be afraid or discouraged.  For the LORD your 

God is with you wherever you go.”  This verse is true for me as this was my first mission trip away from 

Des Moines.  I had to rely on God for strength and know that he was with me wherever we went on our 

journey. 

 

Amanda Hunerdosse 



During this trip I have learned a whole lot of cool and 
strange new things. When I first heard about the trip I 
was like ehh, I don't know about it, but God called me in 
my heart which I agreed and signed up. When we just got 
there I was looking around see what there was, and it was 
very economically broke. There was almost no one 
around besides the people in the boxing ring which were 
fighting. When we walked in I looked around and thought 
in my mind “There are no Beds?” But I remembered that 
we had to sleep on that cold concrete floor. 
On Sunday we went to two church services and the 
messages were the same but about a woman who had ten coins and lost one of them so she 
went to find it. It meant a lot to her so she went to go find it and when she did she rejoiced. But 
that’s what God does if one person comes to Christ that the angels will celebrate and rejoice. 
When we did the skits everyone loved it, at the second service about halfway through the 
crowd stood up and clapped. We then went to go feed the homeless and to be honest it was 
out of my comfort zone. But actually it felt good helping someone out by giving them food and 
praying over them. 
Monday came around and we had choices what to do: VBS, Thrift store, or stay at the rink. So 
of course Jesse, Derek, Janae, and I wanted to do the thrift store. We were assigned to work in 
the basement and it was fun, but it broke your back. Then on Tuesday I did VBS and got to 
know the kids, which was really fun. All the kids loved us and it was hard to say 
bye. Wednesday came along and I did thrift store again and we did the sorting and stuff like 
that. But I asked one of the guys who worked there if they got paid and he gave me a testimony 
and a good talk which was good. He said he doesn’t get paid, but does. He got everything for 
free but he just has to work. And Thursday we did the same but it was shorter. It was hard to 
say goodbye, but I had to. We then got to explore and then we left back home. God used me on 
this trip to be his disciple, sacrificing time to show love to people and to witness.  
 

Max Anderson 
 
I think that through the trip I learned to be more open and bold about 
sharing my faith.  For the future, I would love to work with kids more 
and teach them more about Christ.   I believe this will help me continue 
to have more confidence as I speak to kids my own age or adults. I think 
God taught me how to be patient and more loving toward others.  God 
also taught me to keep my focus on Him instead of getting distracted.  I 
was able to not daydream and to spend my time focused on sharing His 
love and message with those around me.  I am really excited to go on 
MANY more missions trips and am ready to go anywhere.  Overall, this is 
one of the best experiences of my life.   
 

Maddie Young   



I joined the Chicago team one week before the departure date.  This 
was my first mission trip and I’m so glad to report that it was 
amazing.  I’m so thankful that God gave me this opportunity, and also 
for the many people who prayed for us.  I even made some new 
friends as I grew in my relationships with God and those around me. 
There were even three special young girls that I befriended in 
Chicago.  I learned and experienced so many new things, and it’s all 
because of God’s greatness.  He was in control the whole time. 
Like everyone else on the team, God taught me so much, but through 
the rest of the team something He specifically showed me was how to 
be bolder in my faith.  My experiences of being able to help out with 

the art program, thrift store, and the summer camp chapel for Restoration Ministries, all 
contributed to strengthening my faith in Him by shining a light to all those I impacted.  The true 
power of prayer was also revealed to me as we rode the train and walked through the Chicago area, 
praying specifically for the needs of the people, and the realization came to mind of how broken 
they really are. These people were really in need of prayer and I’m so glad I had the opportunity to 
pray for them, that God might come into their hearts and start a revival, fix their brokenness, and 
reveal to them how truly precious they are to Him, and that they would come to know their true-
self-worth. 

This trip will affect my future ministry as I learn to be more confident and share the Gospel with no 
fear of judgment, as I attempt to reach out to my fellow classmates, and pray more and more for 
not only Chicago, but also Des Moines, that more and more people will come to know Christ, 
because the truth is, this world is so broken and it needs some serious healing and love from the 
one true God, who alone has the power to save.  Amen. 

Peace, Love, and, Blessings, 

Michelle Rus 

 

Quick testimony highlights: 
1.  The testimonies by Zach, Brandon, Lynzie and Derek since they 
were first-time testimonies and they registered with the kids who 
could relate to them.  It was great how God used these to stretch 
our students and minister to the kids. 
2.  The Everything skit was so powerful and brought tears to my 
eyes each time as it made me think about what Jesus did for 
me/us.  It was so great to see the church congregation jump to their 
feet and praise the Lord as they watched it. 
3.  I loved the way our kids bonded with each other and with the other kids and adults in 
Chicago.   
4.  With the boxing club it was awesome to see the coaches teaching discipline and hard work 
to the kids and to see how it's paid off for Alex Martin who is an undefeated professional boxer 



now and even though he is very soft-spoken he is highly respected by the kids and willing to 
serve them. 
5.  It was exciting how many younger or first-time mission trip participants we had.  This will 
greatly help them in their personal lives and our youth group and city as they reach out here. 
6.  I loved having all 3 daughters along.  It was inspiring to see Paige serve without whining even 
though she didn't feel well.  Hope did a great job serving, being a friend and trying new things. 
7.  I loved the dinners at Restoration Ministries including cooked cabbage and spinach. 
8.  The prayer walking was a great addition and I hope we can do it at Gray's Lake, the East 
Village and other locations back here. 
9.  And I enjoyed spending a week with Pastor Howie, Viken and Amanda as we had a lot of fun 
as well as fulfilling times. 

Jeff Harper 

 

I wasn't exactly sure what to expect going into this trip, 

having been on many other trips that were all structured 

similarly. Rather than just coming into a community and 

presenting Jesus, we partnered with a ministry already 

doing awesome things. At VBS every day, I worked with 

the wonderful kindergarteners, led by 2 teachers right 

around my age. Initially this was kind of awkward as I 

wasn't used to having such a small role, but this gave me 

the awesome opportunity to really just know the kids and 

pray over everything we did. And after many days of 

having a blast with the kids, repeating the memory verse 

over and over (Hebrews 11:1), and smiling a lot, the time 

came to say goodbye, and the people I struggled with 

leaving the most were the teachers. Because my writing is generally more thought-out and eloquent 

than my speech I wrote them a letter basically just saying that if I had done nothing else in this week, I 

hope I left them with a fresh sense of what a cool job they have. I hope I reminded them that it is worth 

dealing with the menial kindergarten things like bathroom breaks because God is doing huge things in 

this ministry. As I continue to work through health issues, I realize more and more what a blessing it was 

that I even got to go. With the odds against me, our Provider and Sustainer gave me the strength 

needed to get through a wonderful week. Big things are happening in Des Moines, India, and Chicago. 

 

Paige Harper  

 

 



The Chicago trip was definitely a comfort zone push for me.  It seemed 

as if as soon as you finished one thing that was difficult for you, you 

found yourself either doing it again or doing an even more difficult 

task.  For example, on Sunday afternoon we did a homeless ministry in 

the streets of downtown Chicago.  I was very uncomfortable with the 

idea of it but then when we got into it and started praying with the 

people, God gave me peace.  Normally if I would have done that I 

would be very nervous and I would be thinking about what people 

thought about me, but God worked in me during this and brought 

comfort.  Another thing that was extremely awkward for me was the 

park ministry.  As we performed our skits in the middle of a park in 

front of a small audience, it was difficult for me to not wonder what 

people were thinking about us.  We ended up spreading many seeds 

that night and talked to multiple people about our beliefs; God woke 

me up to the fact that it really doesn't matter what people think about 

you.  He taught me if I put myself out there instead of shying away from what might be embarrassing 

experiences; He will use me in amazing ways.  One of the pelican staff members said that you grow the 

most in God when you are uncomfortable, and that was definitely shown to me throughout the trip. 

In addition to that, God reminded me of how important and easy prayer is.  We did multiple prayer 

walks and prayer TRAINing (on the L-train) and it was like nothing I had ever done before.  We would 

just walk down the streets and pray for everything and everyone we saw; we lifted up the cities we were 

in to God.  Lots of times as we did the prayer walking we would be mentally and physically exhausted, 

and may have wanted to rest, but instead our time would be filled with prayer.  God showed me that 

you really can pray continually, and that time where you're just doing nothing should instead be full of 

prayer.  Even when you are driving down the street (pay attention to the road), but you can pray for the 

people you see and the buildings you see and just everything you see.  We need to lift up our city in 

prayer in addition to continuing to lift up Chicago in prayer.  I am going to continue to pray for all the 

kids I built relationships with to grow up into godly men and women.    

Laura Harper  

 

 

 

 

 

 



During the week-long mission in Chicago it was hard to see God 

NOT working. It seemed that everything we were doing He was 

actively, intentionally guiding us to be the best servants to a 

community that was hopeless, and desperate for healing. From the 

moment we stepped off the bus we had opportunities to serve the 

community, from singing the National Anthem, to managing music 

between bouts, cleaning, or striking up conversation with the 

audience. From the beginning of the trip I knew there would be 

many chances to show our faith, and our love. 

Having no clue how a mission worked I was nervous and afraid on 

whether or not I would be able to help disciple people and be of 

use to God. I myself wasn’t, but after many prayers and a hunger to 

love others the Holy Spirit empowered me to serve in ways I hadn’t 

dreamed I had the courage to. From being able to portray the love 

Jesus has for us in the Everything skit, To encouraging team 

members and serving in every way I could. Growing in these areas 

allowed my faith to grow by leaps and bounds. Working for God is truly amazing. 

I know now the weight of coincidences, or rather lack of, instead I now realize that every moment or 

opportunity is orchestrated by God, and that any moment He can say “Hey, do that.” so you do, and 

then you are blown away at what happens by that one moment. For instance we were on a prayer walk 

coming back to the Harvey boxing club, where we were sleeping, when we met a city worker, named 

Edward. Edward needed some help with his phone so we told him how to do what he didn't know how, 

but then, the door was open. We asked him if he needed anything, or if we could pray for him. After we 

asked, he opened up and told us about his PTSD and prostate cancer, which is in remission. We were 

able to pray with him and at that moment I knew that practically any moment in life can be a door 

waiting to be opened to spread the love of Christ. 

The biggest takeaway from this short week however is my new found love of missions. I was awed and 
inspired by what just what one week of serving Jesus could do. I want to know what a month or years 
can do. 

 

Zachary Rauch  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



I had an amazing time at Chicago. There were 
many new things that I experienced on the trip 
that definitely changed the way that I look at 
things. One of these experiences was the 
opportunity to go out and minister to the 
homeless in Downtown Chicago by giving them 
a lunch and praying for them. It was an 
awesome opportunity that, though it definitely 
took me out of my comfort zone, turned into a 
very fulfilling experience that showed me that 
the homeless are real people with real needs. 
 

    Another fun event that I was able to be a part of was getting to paint in an art class with a 
group of kids. When I was asked to help, I agreed, not knowing that I would be required to paint 
with the kids. So here I was, a girl that can’t paint being asked to paint spheres, cubes, and 
cylinders. However, God used this situation to help me to get to know the kids better and to 
encourage them.  This experience showed me that no matter what you are doing; God will be 
able to use that situation somehow for His bigger and better purpose. 
 

    One other thing sticks out in my mind as I remember this trip. Every day that we could, our 
whole group had been traveling over to a summer camp where we were helping out by 
performing dramas and other things that we had prepared as well as helping to teach the kids. 
On the final day that we were able to help out there, we performed a drama and helped to lead 
a few songs. After we were done performing and the kids were breaking up in their age groups, 
I noticed that a couple of the girls were crying. I assumed that one of the other kids had hurt 
their feelings. However, a few minutes later, a man walked up to me and asked if I knew why 
they were crying. I said that I didn’t. He proceeded to tell me that when we had performed our 
skit, the girls were so touched by what the Jesus in the skit had done for them that they were 
crying. Realizing why they were crying really impacted me. I had always performed a skit with 
me in mind. I was always focused on making sure that I was in the right place at the right time. 
However, this experience showed me that there can be more to a skit than just performing it, 
and that a simple drama can really affect people’s lives.    

 

Janae Epp 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 



 

I went on this trip not really knowing what God 

had planned for me or if he even had a use for 

me besides driving the van. Watching the 

Heirborn youth interact with the kids of the day 

camp was inspiring. Watching them open up 

with their testimonies, being brave about their 

faith in God, getting to know the class of third 

and fourth graders I worked with, learning to 

pray not only about the things that affect my 

life, but to open my eyes and pray about the 

things that are affecting the world around me. All these things I packed into such a short 

week. 

  

God taught me that he is his love is for everyone. That even in our dirtiest times, the 

times when we are at our lowest, he loves us and wants us to have a relationship with 

him. He taught me that no matter what, all of us are beautifully and wonderfully made by 

him.  We got to know some of the people who were working at the Restoration Ministries 

as part of the rehab program. One night after dinner and some volleyball fellowship, they 

shared with us their stories of how they ended up there. Most of the came from such 

similar backgrounds as we did, God taught me that we are all just a couple of bad 

decisions away from being in their shoes, and that grace is the only reason we are here. 

God’s grace is for everyone. 

  

 I really don’t know how God used me; I hope that it was in building up the others around 

me. My biggest fear and prayer on this trip was that I wouldn’t be a hindrance. I got to 

know some really cool kids; We as a church are blessed with a great group of youth. 

Their capacity for love is astounding. 

    

I pray more, about the people I meet, the people God puts in front of me. I will remember 

that everyone, even the person driving slower in front of me, the person taking too long at 

the checkout counter of the store, is a creation of a loving God, and if God gives them 

grace, then I need to also. To be brave in my faith, all too often I shy away from telling 

people about God. I don’t know where God wants me to be, all I know is right now I feel 

like Isaiah in chapter 6, here I am! Send me.   

 

Viken Koundakjian 

 

 

 

 



As my first missions trip, I had not really spent a whole week as a 
focus on God. 
What I have learned from this trip, is that if you put yourself out 
there, and share the amazing love of God with others, He will 
give you the words to speak and there is no reason to be fearful. 
The only way to grow more is by letting God push your comfort 
zones and trusting Him with the outcome. Being scared of being 
made fun of isn’t a good reason to hold yourself back. 
 
Hebrews 13:5-6 says, For He Himself has said, "I will never leave 
you nor forsake you." So we may boldly say: "The LORD is my 
helper; I will not fear. What can man do to me?"  
 

Deuteronomy 31:6  Be strong and of good courage, do not fear nor be afraid of them; for the 
LORD your God, He is the One who goes with you. He will not leave you nor forsake you. 
 
Overall,  couldn’t have asked for a better first missions trip. There were many times we were 
able to Share God with the homeless, and Hurting. God has done many amazing things in my 
life, and it would be a shame to keep it all to myself. 

Jesse Balmer 

 
So I joined this trip about 2 days before we left, and I 
was definitely worried about a lot of things.  About 
where the last bit of money would come from, about 
how I would get ready in time, and about everything 
that we'd be doing in Chicago.  But God provided 
financially through one of my friends, ironed out all 
the little things I needed to pack and get ready, and 
He still used me when we were there, regardless of 
me not going to any meetings. 

For a lot of the trip I felt misplaced or like I didn't 
need to be there, but God showed me how I could be 
used, even though I didn't always see it at first.  I 
loved being able to capture the trip through pictures, and spend time with kids, which is what I 
did most of the week.  God taught me a lot about prayer and about people and how God is 
working through the people in Chicago.  The trip definitely brought me closer to Him, and He 
used me to serve His people, and there is no greater privilege than that.   

Overall it taught me about trusting in God, and having faith that if you jump into something 
with His kingdom in mind, He will provide for you and use you.  I am so glad that I had the 
opportunity to go on this trip, and I would do it again in a heartbeat. 

Anna Kucera 



 

This was my first mission trip. That being said, we 
accomplished many things in the city of Harvey outside of 
Chicago. Some of these things included feeding and praying 
for the homeless, assisting with a summer camp, helping 
with the art class and doing prayer walks. While I was there, 
the kids showed me that it didn’t matter what you come 
from does not define you. God taught me that He is always 
at work, even if it isn’t obvious. He taught me that things 
may not be great at the moment but He is always working 
to change them and the people involved. He taught me that 
it’s not always about doing the biggest thing in the 
community; it’s about doing the little things to show others 
the love of God. 

Although I was injured, God still used me primarily in the art classes. They were easier for me 
and I enjoyed working with the kids on their projects and conversing with them. Away from the 
children, I feel like God used me to look after the other girls in the group and befriend the ones 
who felt excluded. After coming home from this trip, I can say that it changed how thankful I 
am for what I have. Most of the kids there did not have a whole lot and many didn’t know when 
they were going to get their next meal. Also, I may not have seen the direct power of prayer but 
the hope and faith that the community had in just a simple prayer encourages me to keep 
praying even when times are hard. This trip has shown me that a “mission” doesn’t have to 
include doing a large project or going to some far away land, that it could be as simple as 
volunteering some of my time to help others less fortunate than myself. For being my first trip 
it taught and showed me a lot about God and humanity. 
 

Danielle Christofferson 

 
My experience with vbs was an amazing opportunity. I say this 
because god was at work in many different ways . I had the 
chance to share my testimony with the kids. After I did, kids 
started to be more open and some even shared parts of their 
Story. God taught me to Be more confident and step out and not 
to be afraid because he is the one that's in control. I learned that 
god will do his works through anything you do. I'm glad I had this 
opportunity to work with The kids and show them love because 
that's the greatest thing you can do- is love 

Lynzie Miller 

 

 

 



Throughout the Chicago trip, prayer was a huge focus. We spent time praying for each other 
and for the city. We were constantly praying for safety and for our work to be effective. We 
rode the train around Chicago getting off at certain stops and praying for specific needs of that 
area. I became more comfortable with praying out loud publicly and learned how to pray 
better. During the trip my comfort zone was continually pushed whether it was see how other 
people worship, talking to strangers, or speaking in front of large groups of people. My goal for 
the trip was to have my comfort zones pushed and I can say I completed that goal with 100 
percent certainty. When talking to kids at VBS, speaking to adults at the park, or working at the 
thrift shop, two things kept popping into my head. God will always provide no matter the 
circumstances and there is always hope. With God at your side there’s nothing that you can’t 
do. I’ll take several lessons with me back to Iowa, but possibly the greatest thing I’ll take away 
from the trip is the importance of stepping up and being an example for other Christians by 
living a Christ-like life and being very public and obvious about it. Don’t hide your faith. 

Derek VanRoekel 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Oh boy where to start!!!  So I guess a good place to 
begin is the day we arrived, we walk in to this boxing ring 
and a guy comes through the door and says, "who's 
going to sing the national anthem?" So being impulsive I 
said that I would do it, but never go alone. I dragged 
Zach into it and we pulled it off! It was great because it 
was like spur of the moment. So later that night we all 
said what we wanted to accomplish during our stay, and 
I said that I wanted to use my talents (drumming, 
singing, magic tricks, etc.) to minister to people who 
don't know Christ. SOO...... The next day we get ready, 
eat breakfast and head out, and the first church service 
we went to they started playing, and then out of 

NOWHERE the lady said, "Is there a drummer in the house?" Not even a millisecond went by, I 
hopped up there and just played with the worship band!! It was amazing!! God answered me 
and blessed me with these gifts!! Also getting to know people that I would've probably never 
have had the pleasure to know. God has blessed me with a wonderful mission team and 
mission trip!! 

Brandon Charters 

 
The Chicago trip definitely showed me how great God is. As 
many times as it's said, it's often overlooked but God does 
have a plan for you and his plan is good. There's not an 
experience too rough and there's nothing too out of bounds 
for Him. Even traveling 5 or 6 hours to the next state over is a 
completely different way of living then we're accustomed to 
here, it really is amazing to see how different people are 
because we're all made with similarities yet we're all so 
different and little in the grand scheme of things. It shows us 
how creative our God is and it's mind blowing. There's people 
out there who literally have nothing at all, no house, no 
money, no shoes, and they still have the faith to believe in a 
God who loves them more than they could ever think possible. 
It's amazing what the loss of things shows you, though it's hard 

to go through and it's hard to say "because of something so bad, something good came out of 
it" but losing loved things really opens your eyes to see how things are taken for granted. And 
that's said a lot but you really don't understand it until it happens to you, but we are so lucky to 
have a God who loves us enough to promise us a new life, and a new home, and a place where 
we'll never have to want for a thing. This trip was a real eye opener for me as to how my life 
has been, compared to how I want my life to be with God and I'm super grateful to have had 
the experience. 
 

Jenna Jensen 



 

Our trip to Chicago was just incredible!  (I’ll warn you in 

advance that this will be a little bit of a long blog – but for 

many of you it should be a good read) We would have a 

week of ministry in the urban Chicago suburbs of Harvey, 

Dolton, and South Holland. This would include helping with 

a summer camp, (grades K-8), volunteering at Restoration 

Ministries’ Thrift Store, helping with the Harvey Boxing club 

and art center, feeding the homeless in downtown Chicago, 

performing dramas, puppets and music in local parks, 

prayer walking, sharing testimonies and drama skits in local 

worship services, and much more. We had a team of 20 

attend this trip and God used each one mightily!  

BE READY:  God made an impression on me immediately when He was calling our students to use their 

giftedness right away. Within 10 seconds of our arrival, two of our students were asked to sing the 

national anthem for a boxing match. Minutes later our students are being used to take photos and 

oversee musical transitions between rounds. On Sunday, later that week, the worship team from the 

church we visited was without a drummer.  It took no time at all for our student drummer to JUMP at 

the opportunity to serve. He played passionately with all his heart! It was a joy to take in!  In each case 

God found someone on our team ready and willing to serve. I will forever remember this as a reminder 

to always BE READY to serve, to share, to live intentionally, and to let God use you as He directs. (See 1 

Peter 3:15) 

BE TRANSPARENT, BE REAL:  Another memorable portion of the trip was the number of students who 

would share their personal testimonies of how they came to put their faith in Christ. They would share 

these stories in worship services and at the summer camp. Several students shared and were very 

transparent. God honored their transparency and the crowd connected to the students on an emotional 

level.  One of my younger students prayed about whether or not God was calling him to share his 

testimony and debated it throughout the week. (It was a major comfort zone push for him) But he 

ultimately trusted God and shared his story on Thursday. It was perfect! He shared how he made a 

decision to ask Jesus to be his Savior at a camp similar to what they children were attending this week. 

They could relate! And it was a perfect springboard for me to launch off of as I shared the gospel 

immediately following his testimony through a gospel magic trick.  We would hand out gospel bracelets 

to hundreds of people all week long to help them remember the depth of God’s love for them.  

BE PRAYERFUL: Many people have gone on prayer walks before. This is where you pray strategically as 

you walk through a specific area.  We had the opportunity to go prayer TRAIN-ing.  We rode the Chicago 

L train and got off at several key stops to pray over areas such as college campus life, Wrigley field, and 

much more. We prayed for things like the alcoholism and drug use in the area, we prayed against 

prostitution, we prayed for the college students who tend to fall away from their faith when they leave 

the home and we prayed for much more.  It was neat to let God lead and direct us on what He wanted 



us to pray for each of these areas. It was also neat to hear the prayers of our team and what God would 

put on THEIR hearts.   

BE TEACHABLE / HEAR THEIR STORIES: The Restoration ministry center had two campuses, one of which 

is where we would lodge.  On the main campus, however, we would do our summer camp with the 

children. It was here that we also got to play volleyball with the adult residents in the program. These 

were adult men who struggled with drug and alcohol addiction.  Our team was brought over to hear 

their stories.  One of these men was a young man who was helping us lead worship at the summer 

camp. By looking at him, you would never have known that at one point He had an addiction problem.  

We really seemed to bond throughout the week. I believe these stories of God’s grace and victory in the 

lives of these young men really inspired our team members. I know it had a profound impact on our 

students and it touched me more than my words can express.  I marveled at the power of God’s grace, 

forgiveness and restoration!  

BE FLEXIBLE:  It was also neat to see our students adapt, be flexible and share ministry together. Three 

of our ladies shared roles in one of our main dramas, and they would insert themselves in and out of the 

skit with ease. I was very proud of how adaptable they were.   

BE CONFIDENT IN THE ONE WHO SENT YOU / BE CONFIDENT IN WHO HE CREATED YOU TO BE:   I 

pushed my own comfort zones on a number of occasions. I also had to face my own insecurities. These 

two pieces (comfort zones and insecurity) were a major portion of God working in and through me 

during the week.  I have always fought the demon of insecurity.  Helping minister to boys and girls ages 

8-18 in the Harvey Boxing club, I wondered if they would like me or give me an audience to dialogue 

with them about Faith.  But they were warm, inviting, curious and hungry for me to invest in them, get 

to know them, let them show me their skills and even train me on how to do boxing.  I got to use my 

love for running all week long!!! Part of the training for the boxing club, included daily runs on the local 

high school track. So I would go running with the students. It was clear they had all sorts of difference 

strengths when it came to running. But they had great coaches mentoring and instructing them! God 

showed me that I had nothing to worry about and could simply be myself, invest in them using my own 

giftedness and personality and God would do the rest.  

BE WILLING TO USE YOUR GIFTS AND TALENTS:   I got to share two devotional Bible studies with the 

students from the Harvey Boxing club. On one occasion, I stared some of my own story and ultimately I 

shared the gospel with the students and their trainers.  One of the students who prayed to receive 

Christ as their Lord and Savior was named, Avion.  (Pictured) Avion told me that he was excited about 

the decision and planned to tell his church family when he attends his own church that coming Sunday.   

Sometimes you are unsure what a child understands regarding the gospel and at what level they can 

really understand the gospel specifically. But I had a peace in my heart that he would connect with his 

local church and that they would continue to help him to grow in his faith!  

BE OPEN MINDED: On another occasion we did our traditional visit to a park, where we planned to 

share dramas, puppets, gospel magic, drums, a step routine, etc… all with the intention of winning an 

audience over and sharing the gospel with them.  Our obstacle was that we had very few in the park to 



even share with. This discouraged some of our team members, but we pressed forward and a couple 

notable things happened. First, the simplest pieces of our program were what drew in the crowd. Some 

came over because of the balloon animals and others came because of the sound of the drums, and 

most stayed because we were all cheerfully talking, visiting and loving on them.  Jeff Harper and I got to 

share the gospel with two young parents, David and Diana. They didn’t make a decision, but took home 

the gospel bracelets we gave them and I am confident that seeds were planted. It reminded me that 

God may not always give us a crowd to minister to, and that more often than not, God is more 

concerned about the ONE that needs ministering to. It was all very much worth it. Other visitors were 

prayed over by our team members and all were given gospel bracelets.  

BE MOVED AS GOD WORKS IN YOUR MIDST:  Our drama team performed the EVERYTHING skit in two 

churches and two or three times before children at camps, etc… But what was notable to me was the 

response from the adults as they watched this drama unfold.  At one worship service, the adults began 

to stand and clap as Jesus took the place of the main character and took on the scorn and shame and 

bore the sin on the cross that was trying to entangle and entrap the main character.  As they stood, 

applauded and even shouted out, I just lost it! It really choked me up and I was very moved by the 

awesome message of grace and God’s goodness that we were sharing.  

It was just such an awesome week! I am VERY proud of every student and adult leader on our team. I am 

thankful for every prayer that was lifted up on our behalf and for how our church family loved and 

supported us. Four students alone would earn support from people they didn’t know from our church.  

God was bigger and helped them raise every penny of their support – even though they do not have 

spiritual support in their homes.  Two other students came in at the last minute to substitute for those 

who had to bail out of the trip.  God would provide for them too, even though they joined late AND God 

used these two late entries mightily.  

God was in control and I just marveled as I watched Him work in our midst.  Our students really rose to 

every opportunity that came their way. We had good unity and good spirits nearly the whole trip!  I am 

so proud of our team and so excited about the way God pushed their comfort zones and allowed them 

to be used for His glory and allowed them to grow in their faith!   I PRAISE GOD for this opportunity! I 

was so blessed to be a part of it!  Thanks to all who prayed, encouraged and supported this trip!  

Michael Howland (Howie)  

 

 

 

 



If you do not know the good news that we have 

to share… it’s simple! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

THE GOSPEL BRACELET: 

THE BLACK BEAD: - represents SIN that separates me from a holy God. Because each of us has failed to 
glorify God by not honoring and obeying Him, we deserve God’s judgment which is an eternity in hell. 
“Everyone has sinned and is far away from God’s saving presence.” (Romans 3:23) “For the wages of sin 
is death, but the free gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord.” (Rom.6:23) 

 

THE RED BEAD: - stands for the BLOOD of Christ. On the cross Christ died to take the place of sinners 
who trust Him. “All of us were like sheep that were lost, each of us going his own way. But the Lord 
made the punishment fall on Him (Christ), the punishment all of us deserved.” (Isaiah 53:6) 

 

THE WHITE BEAD:—reminds us that we can have a new, CLEAN heart. “If we confess our sins to God, he 
will keep his promise and do what is right: he will forgive us our sins and purify us from all wrong doing.” 
(1 John 1:9) 

 

THE BLUE BEAD: - represents FAITH. God accepts sinful people when they put their trust in Christ alone 
for salvation. “For by grace you have been saved through faith, and that not of yourselves; it is the gift of 
God, not of works, lest anyone should boast.” (Ephesians 2:8-9)  

 

THE GREEN BEAD - stands for GROWING. God wants us to grow in our relationship with Him by reading 
the Bible, his love letter to us, and by talking to Him in prayer. “But grow in the grace and knowledge of 
our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.” (2 Peter 3:18)  

 

stands for the kingdom of HEAVEN.  This is an eternal home that God is preparing THE YELLOW BEAD — 

for us with Him in heaven were the streets are made of GOLD! Jesus said “I am going to prepare a place 
for you.” (John 14:2) 

  

Understanding what we've shared, would you like to accept God's forgiveness and begin your 

personal relationship with Jesus Christ? 

Dear Jesus, Thank you for dying on the cross for all my sins. I’m a sinner and I can’t save 

myself. I believe you died, was buried, and was raised from the dead just for me. Come 

into my heart and life as my Savior and Lord, and save my soul. Thank you for giving me 

new life. In Your name I pray - Amen. 
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